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In t roduct ion  
 
Tu mb uk a  i s  a  B an t u  l a ng u a g e  s p ok en  in  n o r th e r n  M al aw i .  T h e  d i a l e c t  
w h ich  th i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  b as e d  u po n  i s  t h e  K a r o ng a  d i a l e c t .  T h e  to p ic  I  
i nv es t i g a t e  i n  t h i s  pap e r  i s  t h e  d i s t i nc t iv e  p a t t e r n in g  o f  c on co r d ia l  
ag r e e me n t s  i n  Tu mb u ka  in  r e l a t io n  to  t h e  v a r i o u s  n ou n  c l a s s es .   T h i s  
pap e r  i s  con s t r u c t ed  a s  f o l l ow s :  S ec t i on  2  p r e s en t s  a  t h eo r e t i ca l  
ba c kg r o u nd  o f  Tu mb uk a  N o un  Cl as s es .  S e c t i on  3  p r es en t s  an d  
d i s cus s es  t h e  d a t a  i n  acco rd  t o  t h e  i nd i v idu a l  co nco r d  s e t s  ob se r ve d  i n  
e ach  n o u n  c l a s s .   S ec t io n  4  p r es en t s  a  d e t a i l e d  an a ly s i s  o f  s e c t i on  3 ,  
and  ad d r es s e s  t h e  p r ob le ms  en co un te r ed  th r o u gh ou t  my  f i e l d w o r k .  
S e c t i on  5  i s  t h e  c o n c lu d s i on .  T h e r e  i s  a n  a s so c i a t ed  ap p e nd ix  w i t h  a  
t ab l e  o f  a l l  co n co rd i a l  ag ree men t s  obse rved  i n  a l l  a t t e s t ed  noun s  w i th  
r e s p e c t  t o  t he i r  n o u n  c l a s s .  
            
1 .  Theoret ica l  Background 
 
A l a rg e  pa r t  o f  t h i s  r e s e a r ch  i n vo lv ed  t he  h e lp  o f  o u r  4 04  F ie l d  M e th o d s  
l an gu ag e  co ns u l t an t ,  S i eg f r i ed  M k an d a w i r e ,  an d  H .  L e r oy  Va i l ’s  p ap e r  
“Th e  N o u n  Cl as s es  o f  Tu mb u k a ”  ( 19 71 ) .   A c co r d in g  to  Va i l ,  t h e r e  a r e  
20  no u n  c l a s s es  i n  Tu mb u k a .   T h es e  n o u n s  a r e  f i r s t  d i s t i n g u i s h ed  b a s ed  
on  t he  s i n g u la r,  p lu r a l  o r  neu t r a l  p r e f i xe s  e ach  noun  s t em t ak es ,  and  a r e  
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f u r t he r  d i s t i ng u i s he d  in d iv id ua l ly  on  a  sy n tac t i c / s e ma n t i c  l e v e l  by  
se t s  o f  c o n co r d i a l  p r e f ixe s  t ha t  co n t r o l  g r a mmat i c a l  ag r e e me n t .   T h u s  
p r e f ixe s  i n  Tu mb uk a  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  c l a s s i fy in g  n o un s .   Th es e  p r e f i xe s  
u s u a l ly  co ns i s t  o f  1  mor ph e me  an d  t ak e  th e  c an on i c a l  CV s h a p e .   
Ho w ev er,  t h e r e  a r e  a  f ew  in s t an ces  in  w h ich  t hey  app ea r  a s  z e r o  p r e f i x  
( Ø - ) .   T h es e  a r e  d i sp l ay ed  i n  c l a s s es  # 1 a ,  # 1 c ,  #1 d ,  # 5  a nd  # 9 a .  
 
 I n  l i s t i ng  t he  noun  c l a s s es ,  I  pu r sued  i n  t he  s eq uence  o f  c l a s s e s  
e mp lo y ed  in  Va i l ’s  p ap e r  ( w h ich  f o l l o w s  th e  C o mp ar a t i ve  B a n tu i s t ’s  
s equ en c e  o f  c l a s s es )  w i t h  a d d i t i on a l  c l a s s e s  # 1 c ,  # 1 d ,  # 5 a ,  #1 4 a  # 15 a .   
F u r the r mor e ,  c l a s s es  # 5  an d  # 11  a r e  c o n jo in e d  in  t h i s  p ap e r  s in ce  th ey  
t ak e  th e  s a me  co n c o r d ia l  p r e f ix es  ( i . e :  #11  i s  o mi t t ed ) .   A d d i t io n a l l y,  
I  d o  no t  i n c l ud e  c l a s s es  # 16 -1 8  in  t h i s  pap e r,  f o r  t h e  r e a so n  th a t  t he s e  
c l a s s es  i nd ic a t e  t he  mo t io n  and /o r  t he  s i t u a t i on  o f  n o un s  by  t he  
su p e r i mp os t i on  o f  a  s e co n d ar y  p r e f ix ,  w h i c h  d oe s  n o t  hav e  an y  
s i gn i f i c a n c e  o v e r  t h e  g r a mmat i c a l  a g r ee me n t  e a ch  n o u n  s t e m t ak es .   
Be l ow  I  h av e  s u m mar i z e d  th e  p r e f ix a l  sy s t e m o f  no un s  each  no u n  c l a s s  
t ak es .  
 
 
C l a s s  #   P r e f i x   E x a m p l e   G l o s s  

 

1 .   m u -   m u . n t h u    p e r s o n  

  m - ( s y l l a b i c )  m . s e p u k a   b o y  

  m w -   m w. i m b i   s i n g e r  

  m -   m . w a n a    c h i l d  

1 a .   Ø -   Ø . d a d a    d a d  

2 .   ŵ a -   ŵ a . n t h u    p e o p l e  

  ŵ -   ŵ . i m b i    s i n g e r s  

  Ø -   Ø .ŵ a n a    c h i l d r e n  

2 a .   ŵ a -   ŵ a . d a d a    d a d s  

3 .   m u -   m u . t u    h e a d  

  m - ( s y l l a b i c )  m . t i m a    h e a r t  

  m w -   m w. e z i    m o o n / m o n t h  

  m -   m . o t o    f i r e  

4 .   m i -   m i . t u    h e a d s  

  m y -   m y. e z i    m o o n s / m o n t h s  

5 .   Ø -   Ø . b u k u    b o o k  

  l i -   l i . z g o    w o r d  
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  j i -   j i . s o    e y e  

  j -   j . i n o    t o o t h  

6 .   m a -   m a . b u k u    b o o k s  

  m -   m . i n o    t e e t h  

7 .   č -   č . a l o    c o u n t r y  

  č i -   č i . w a n g a   b o n e  

8 .   v y -   v y. a l o    c o u n t r i e s  

  v -   v. o p e n t a    p a i n t i n g s  

  v i -   v i . w a n g a   b o n e s  

9 .   N C -   n y. u m b a    h o u s e / s  

1 0 .   ( z i ) . N C -   ( z i ) n y. u m b a   h o u s e / s  

1 2 .   k a -   k a . l u n d i    l e g  

1 3 .   t u -   t u . y u n i    l i t t l e  b i r d s  ( b e l i t t l i n g )  

1 4 .   u -   u . s i k u    n i g h t  

  w -   w. u č i    h o n e y  

1 5 .   k u -   k u . p a n i k i z g i k a   p a n i c  

 

 

3 .  Data  
 
Th i s  s ec t i on  p r e s en t s  t he  v a r i ous  co nco rd i a l  ag r e e men t s  a s soc i a t ed  
w i th  e a ch  n ou n  c l a s s  i n  Tu mbu ka .  
 
3 .1  Subjec t  Agreement  (SA)  
 
Su b jec t  A g ree me n t  i n  Tu mb u ka  o ccu r  i n  g r a mmat i c a l  r e l a t i on  w i th  
n o u n  c l a s s es  an d  a r e  i n d i c a t ed  ( h e r e )  b e f o r e  t h e  r ad i c a l  o f  a  v e r b  
(Vro o t  =  / - w o n / ) .   I n  o th e r  w or d s ,  v e r bs  a r e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  s u b je c t  
ag r e e me n t  i n  a s s o c i a t io n  w i t h  e ach  n o u n  c l a s s .  
 

Ve rb  S t ruc tu r e :  [S A +  Vroo t  +  / - a / ]   
 

t h e  v e r b  s u f f ix  / - a /  i n d i c a t e s  mo o d / as p e c t  ( War r en ;  2 0 0 4 )  
 
To  s i mp l i fy  ma t t e r / s t r uc tu r e ,  I  emp l oy  th e  v e rb  ‘ku w on a’ ( t o  s ee )  i n  a l l  
t he  ex a mp les .   T h e  u s e  o f  d i f f e r en t  ve r b s  d oes  n o t  p r e s en t  any  
d i f f e r en c e  o r  a f f e c t  S A .   I n  r e l a t i on  t o  War r e n  ( 2 00 4 )  t he  ex a mp l e s  I  
hav e  ob t a i ne d  h e r e ,  f r o m S .  M ka nd a w i r e  do  n o t  c on t a i n  t he  p r e se n t  
t en s e  ag r ee men t  / -k u - /  b e tw een  th e  S A an d  th e  Vro o t .   I  t h us ,  a s s u me  
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and  a n a l y z e  t h a t  t e n s e  ag r e e me n t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  i s  o p t io n a l  w h e n  t h e  
sub j ec t  o f  a  s en t en c e  i s  no mina l ,  bu t  i s  c a l l ed  fo r  when  t he  sub j ec t  i s  
a  p e r s on a l  p r on o un .   Ex amp l e s  a r e  p r ov id ed  b e lo w  w h ere  t ens e  
ag r e e me n t  i s  i nd i c a t ed  in  c ap s  ( th e  p e r i od  / . /  i n d i ca t e s  mo r p h e me  
bo un d ary )  :  
 
 ( i . )  t i - K U -g on - a   ( w e  a r e  s l e ep in g )  
 
 ( i i . )  o - KU - mw -a   ( h e  i s  d r i nk in g )  
 
 ( i i i . )  mu .n th u  O -g on - a  ( th e  p e r s o n  i s  s l eep in g )  
 
I t  i s  i mp o r t an t  t o  no te  t h a t  t h e re  i s  a  s in gu la r /p lu r a l  co r r e l a t i o n  
be t w een  c l a s s  #1  an d  # 2 ,  an d  be tw een  c l a s s  #1 a  an d  #2 a .   As  s een  b e l o w,  
SA of  c l a s s  #1 /# 1a  i s  i n d ica t ed  b y  t h e  co n co r d i a l  p r e f ix  / o - / ,  an d  /ŵo - /  
f o r  c l a s s  # 2 /#2 a .   E xc e p t io n s  to  t h i s  pa t t e rn  a r e  add re s sed  i n  s e c t i on  4 .  
 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 1 )  m u . n t h u  O - w o n - a  ( 2 )  ŵ a . n t h u  ŴO - w o n - a   ( t h e  p e r s o n / s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 )  m w. i m b i  O - w o n - a  ( 2 )  ŵ . i m b i  ŴO - w o n - a   ( t h e  s i n g e r / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 )  m . w a n a  O - w o n - a  ( 2 )  Ø .ŵ a n a  ŴO - w o n - a   ( t h e  c h i l d / r e n  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 a )  Ø . d a d a  O - w o n - a  ( 2 a )  ŵ a . d a d a  ŴO - w o n - a   ( t h e  d a d / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

C l a s s  # 3  an d  # 4  a r e  co r r e l a t ed  i n  th e  s a me  ma n n er  a s  c l a s s  # 1  an d  # 2  
abo v e .   T h e  S A fo r  c l a s s  # 3  i s  /w u - /  and  f o r  c l a s s  #4  i s  / y u - /  a s  o bs e r v ed  
be low :  
 

 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 3 )  m u . t u  W U - w o n - a   ( 4 )  m i . t u  Y U - w o n - a   ( t h e  h e a d / s  i s / a r e  
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s e e i n g )  

 

( 3 )  m . t i m a  W U - w o n - a  ( 4 )  m i . t i m a  Y U - w o n - a   ( t h e  h e a r t / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 3 )  m w. e z i  W U - w o n - a  ( 4 )  m y. e z i  Y U - w o n - a   ( t h e  m o o n / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

 

C l a s s  #  5  a n d  # 6  a r e  co r r e l a t ed  i n  g r a m m a t i c a l  n u mb e r.   T h e  S A f o r  
c l a s s  #5  i s  / l u - /  an d  fo r  c l a s s  # 6  i s  / y o - / .  
 
C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 5 )  Ø . b u k u  L U - w o n - a  ( 6 )  m a . b u k u  Y O - w o n - a   ( t h e  b o o k / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 5 )  l u .ŵ a  L U - w o n - a  ( 6 )  m a . l uŵ a  Y O - w o n - a   ( t h e  f l o w e r / s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 5 )  l i . z g o  L U - w o n - a      ( 6 )  m a . z g o  Y O - w o n - a   ( t h e  w o r d / s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 5 )  j i . s o  L U - w o n - a   ( 6 )  m a . s o  Y O - w o n - a   ( t h e  e y e / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

 

 

C l a s s  # 7  an d  #8  a r e  co r r e l a t ed  i n  g r am ma t i ca l  nu mb er.   Th e  S A fo r  
c l a s s  #7  i s  /ču- /  an d  /v u - /  f o r  c l a s s  # 8 .    
 

C l a s s  #       G l o s s  

 

( 7 )  č . a l o  ČU - w o n - a  ( 8 )  v y. a l o  V U - w o n - a  ( t h e  c o u n t r y / i e s  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 7 )  č . o p e n t a  ČU - w o n - a  ( 8 )  v. o p e n t a  V U - w o n - a  ( t h e  p a i n t i n g / s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 7 )  č i . w a n g a  ČU - w o n - a  ( 8 )  v i . w a n g a  V U - w o n - a   ( t h e  b o n e / s  i s / a r e  
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s e e i n g )  

 

Ad d i t io n a l ly,  t h e  p r e f ix  /č i - /  o f  c l a s s  #7  can  t ake  an  aug men ta t i ve  
me a n in g  w h en  i t  i s  co n j o in ed  t o  an o th e r  c l a s s  o f  n o un s .  
 

C l a s s  #   G l o s s   / č i - /  +  n o u n  G l o s s  

 

( 9 )  n y. u m b a  ( h o u s e / s )  č i . n y u m b a  ( 1  b i g  h o u s e )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . y u n i  ( b i r d )   č i . y u n i   ( 1  b i g  b i r d )  

 

N o u ns  o f  C l a s s  # 9  an d  #1 0  a r e  neu t r a l  n ou n s .   I n  co n t r a s t  t o  Va i l ’s  
s equ en ce  o f  c l a s s es ,  I  s eg r eg a t e  t h es e  n eu t r a l  no u ns  w h i ch  t ak e  
Nas a l - Co n s on an t  / N C- /  C l u s t e r  p r e f i xe s  ( c l a s s #9 )  f rom on es  wh ich  
t ak e  z e r o  p r e f i xe s  / Ø - /  ( c l a s s #9 a ) .   Des p i t e  t he  f ac t  t ha t  t h es e  nouns  do  
no t  hav e  co r r e l a t iv e  s in g u la r  o r  p l u r a l  f o r ms  ( i . e :  t he  p r e f ix a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w h e t h e r  t h ey  t ak e  th e  s i n gu la r  o r  p lu r a l  f o r ms ) ,  
an  a dd i t i o n a l  p r e f ix  / z i - /  ( c l a s s  #1 0  a nd  #1 0 a )  may  o p t io n a l ly  b e  
con jo in ed  to  s t r e s s  p l u r a l i t y.   O th e r wi s e ,  t h i s  ad d i t i o n a l  e l e men t  d oes  
no t  s ee m t o  h av e  a ny  s eman t i c  s i gn i f i can ce .   C la s s  #9 /# 9a  t ak e  t h e  S A 
/y u - /  a nd  c l a s s  #1 0 / #1 0a  t a k e  th e  S A / zu - /  p r e s en t ed  b e l o w :  
 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 9 )  n y. u m b a  Y U - w o n - a  ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) n y. u m b a  Z U - w o n - a  ( t h e  h o u s e / s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 9 )  m b . u z i  Y U - w o n - a  ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) m b . u z i  Z U - w o n - a  ( t h e  g o a t / s  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 9 a )  Ø . t č eŵ e  Y U - w o n - a   ( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) t č eŵ e  Z U - w o n - a  ( t h e  d o g / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 9 a )  Ø . s o m b a  Y U - w o n - a  ( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) s o m b a  Z U - w o n - a  ( t h e  f i s h / e s  

i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

I n  Va i l ’s  s eq u e n c e  o f  c l a s se s ,  c l a s s  # 11  t a k e s  t h e  p r e f i x  / l u - /  ( e . g :  
l u .ŵa  ( f l o w er )  a n d  l u . s o  ( s k i l l / t a l en t ) ) .  H o w e v e r,  I  h av e  o mi t t e d  th i s  
c l a s s  i n  t h i s  p ap e r  s in c e  t he i r  p r e f i xa l  d i s t r i b u t io n  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  
o f  c l a s s  # 5 ,  an d  s i mi l a r l y  t ake  t h e  co r r e l a t ive  p lu r a l  f o rm i n  c l a s s  #6 .   
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I  have ,  t he r e fo r e ,  con jo in ed  t h i s  c l a s s  w i th  c l a s s  #5 .  
 
C l a s s  # 1 2  t a kes  th e  s in gu l a r  p r e f ix  / k a - /  a nd  t ak e  th e  co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  
f o r m in  c l a s s es  #6  an d  # 8 .   T h e  S A f o r  c l a s s  #1 2  i s  / k o - /  i n d i c a t ed  
be low :  
 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . y u n i  K O - w o n - a  ( 8 )  v i . y u n i  V U - w o n - a  ( t h e  b i r d  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . l u n d i  K O - w o n - a   ( 6 )  m a . l u n d i  Y O - w o n - a  ( t h e  l e g / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . w o k o  K O - w o n - a   ( 6 )  m a . w o k o  Y O - w o n - a   ( t h e  

a r m / h a n d / w r i s t / s  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

C l a s s  # 1 3  t ak e s  t he  p lu r a l  p r e f ix  / t u - / .   I  w as  unab l e  t o  en co un t e r  a ny  
co r r e l a t iv e  s i ng u l a r  f o r ms  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  an d  I  a m u n su r e  i f  t h ey  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  ma nn e r  Va i l  de sc r ib es  i n  h i s  pa pe r  ( p .5 1 ) .   T he  S A fo r  c l a s s  #1 3  
i s  / t u - / .   A d d i t io n a l ly,  Va i l ’s  n o un s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  t ak e  t he  d i mi n u t i v e  
me a n in g ,  w h ich  I  w as  o n l y  ab le  t o  en c ou n te r  o n c e ,  i n  t h e  w or d  b e l ow :  
 

C l a s s  #     G l o s s  

 

( 1 3 )  t u . y u n i  T U - w o n - a    ( t h e  l i t t l e  b i r d s  a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

C l a s s  #1 4  i s  g en e r a l l y  s i ng u l a r,  b u t  c an  a l s o  t ak e  t h e  neu t r a l  f o r m.   
Ad d i t i o n a l ly,  t h e  p r e f ix a l  d i s t r i bu t i on  / w - /  o ccu r s  b e f o r e  v o w e l  
co m me n c in g  s t e ms ,  an d  /u - /  b e f o r e  co n s on an t s  ( Va i l ;  19 71 ) .   I t  i s  
i mp or t an t  t o  n o te  t ha t  t h e  c o r r e l a t i ve  p l u r a l  f o r m i s  r a r e ly  u s e d ,  an d  
t ak es  t h e  f o r m in  c l a s s  # 6 .   T he  S A f o r  c l a s s  #1 4  i s  /w u - / .  
 

C l a s s  #       G l o s s  

 

( 1 4 )  u . t a  W U - w o n - a  ( 6 )  m a . u t a  Y O - w o n - a  ( t h e  b o w / s  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 4 )  w. u č i  W U - w o n - a  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  ( t h e  h o n e y  i s / a r e  s e e i n g )  

 

I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  n o te  t h a t  n o un s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  w h i ch  t ak e  th e  / w - /  
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pr e f ix  s ee m to  t ak e  the  n eu t r a l  f o r m,  an d  th o s e  w h i ch  t ak e  t h e  / u - /  
p r e f ix  s ee m t o  h av e  a  co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  fo r m i n  c l a s s  # 6 .  
 
I n  Va i l ’s  s eq u e n c e  o f  c l a s s es ,  n o u n s  o f  c l a s s  # 1 5  a r e  a l l  v e r b a l  
i n f in i t i v e s  ( p . 5 2 - 5 3 ) .   T h e  S A o f  t h i s  c l a s s  i s  / k u - / .  
 

C l a s s  #     

 

(15 ) ku.nyuma KU-won-a (15a) ku.ma.nyuma KU-won-a ( t h e  b a c k / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

(1 5 )  k u . t h u k i l a  K U - w o n - a     ( t h e  w a r m t h / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . p a n i k i z g i k a  K U - w o n - a    ( t h e  p a n i c / s  i s / a r e  

s e e i n g )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . p a m b a n o  K U - w o n - a      (the disagreement/s is/are 

seeing) 

 

H o w ev er,  n o t  a l l  v e r b a l  i n f i n i t i v e s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  c an  a l so  t ak e  th e  f o r m 
o f  a  n ou n .   T h e  f o l lo w in g  a r e  w o r ds  w h ich  f a l l  un d e r  c l a s s  #1 5  
acco r d in g  to  Va i l .   
 

/ k - /  > / _ o   k . o t č a  ( t o  b u r n )  

   k . o p a  ( t o  f e a r )  

   k . o p s y a  ( t o  t e r r i f y )  [ k o f i y a ]  

/ k w - /  > / _ [ i , e , a ]   k w. i z a  ( t o  c o m e )  

   k w. a n t h a  ( t o  s c r a t c h / i t c h )  

   k w. i m b a   ( t o  s i n g )  

   k w. i m i l i r a  ( t o  s t a n d )  

   k w. i b a  ( t o  s t e a l )  

   k w. e n d a  ( t o  w a l k )  

/ k u - /  > / _ C  
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3.2  Adjec t ive  Agreement  (AA) 
 
Ad je c t iv e  A g ree me n t  i n  Tu m bu k a  o ccu r s  ac co r d i ng  to  no u n  c l a s s es  an d  
i s  i n d i c a t e d  ( h e r e )  b e f o r e  t he  r ad i c a l  o f  an  ad j ec t i ve :  (Ad jRoo t  =  
/ -čok o / ) .    
 
The  g en e r a l  s t ru c t u r e  i s :  [  A A +  A d jRoo t ) ]  
 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 1 )  m u . n t h u  M U - čo k o  ( 2 )  ŵ a . n t h u  ŴA - čo k o   ( s m a l l  p e r s o n / p e o p l e )  

 

( 1 a )  Ø . d a d a  M U - čo k o  ( 2 a )  ŵ a . d a d a  ŴA - čo k o    ( s m a l l  d a d / s )  

 

( 3 )  m u . t u  W U - čo k o   ( 4 )  m i . t u  Y I - čo k o    ( s m a l l  

h e a d / s )  

 

( 5 )  Ø . b u k u  L I - čo k o   ( 6 )  m a . b u k u  L A - čo k o   ( s m a l l  b o o k / s )  

 

( 7 )  č i . w a n g a  Č I - čo k o  ( 8 )  v i . w a n g a  V I - čo k o   ( s m a l l  b o n e / s )  

 

( 9 )  n y. u m b a  Y I - čo k o  ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) n y. u m b a  Z I - čo k o   ( s m a l l  h o u s e / s )  

 

( 9 a )  Ø . t č eŵ e  Y I - čo k o  ( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) . t č eŵ e  Z I - čo k o   ( s m a l l  d o g / s )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . l u n d i  K A - čo k o      ( s m a l l  l e g )  

 

( 1 3 )  t u . y u n i  T U - čo k o      ( s m a l l  l i t t l e  b i r d s )  

 

( 1 4 )  u . t a  W U -čo k o       ( s m a l l  b o w / s )  

 

( 1 4 )  w. u č i  W U - čo k o      ( s m a l l  h o n e y )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . n y u m a  K U - čo k o  ( 1 5 a )  k u . m a . n y u m a  K U - čo k o   ( s m a l l  

b a c k / s )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . p a n i k i z g i k a  K U - čo k o      ( s m a l l  p a n i c )  
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3.3  Possess ive  Agreement  ‘of ’ (PA)  
 
P o s s es s iv e  A gr ee m en t  i n  Tu mb u k a  o c c u r s  a c co r d in g  to  no un  c l a s s e s  
and  i s  i n d i c a t e d  ( h e r e )  b e f o r e  t h e  s u f f i x a l  mo r p h e me  / - a / .   I t  i s  
i mp or t an t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  nu mb er  o f  t h e  p os s es s o r  an d  o t h e r  a s p ec t s  o f  
t he  po s s e s s o r  d o  no t  h a ve  a ny  s ig n i f i c an t  e f f e c t  o n  th e  d i s t r i bu t io n  o f  
PA.   I n  o th e r  w o r d s ,  P o s ses s o r  A gr ee men t s  a r e  n o t  i n f l e c t ed  fo r  
ag r e e me n t  w i t h  p o s se s s o r s  b u t  a r e  i n f l e c t e d  f o r  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
po s s es s ed  n o un s ,  i n  t e r ms  o f  i t s  no u n  c l a s s .   T hu s ,  f o r  ex a mp le ,  Ø .b u ka  
L - a  m. l i mi  ( b o ok  o f  f a r mer )  a nd  Ø . bu k a  L - a  č i . w u ta  (b oo k  o f  g od )  t he  
PA / l - /  i s  n o t  i n f l ec t ed  f o r  t h e  po s s es s o r  bu t  r a t h e r  i n  ac co r d anc e  t o  t h e  
c l a s s .   A d d i t ion a l l y,  t h e  s u f f ix a l  mor p he me  / - a /  i nd i ca t e s  p o ss e s s i v e  
( h e r e ) ,  a n d  c h a ng es  dep e n d in g  o n  t he  c on t ex t ,  bu t  t h e  p r e f ix a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  PA o r  t h e  no un ,  n ev e r  a l t e r n a t e s .   T h u s ,  s k i l l  o f  p a i n in g  
w o u ld  b e  ‘ l u . s o  L o  pen t a ’ an d  b e au ty  o f  p a in t i n g  w o u ld  b e  ‘ n to w a  Yo  
pen t a ’ ,  w h e r e  t h e  s u ff ix  / -o /  i n d i ca t e s  t he  f ea tu r e / qu a l i t y  o f  s o me t h in g  
r a t h e r  t h a n  in d i c a t i ng  th a t  s o me t h ing  b e lo ng s  to  s o meo n e  o r  i s  p a r t  o f  
so me on e .  
 

 

 

 

 

C l a s s  #        G l o s s  

 

( 1 )  m u . n t h u  Wa  m . l i m i  ( 2 )  ŵ a . n t h u  Ŵ a  m . l i m i  

 ( p e r s o n / p e o p l e  o f  f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 a )  Ø . d a d a  Wa  m . l i m i  ( 2 a )  ŵ a . d a d a  Ŵ a  m . l i m i   ( d a d / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 3 )  m u . t u  Wa  m . l i m i  ( 4 )  m i . t u  Ya  m . l i m i    ( h e a d / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 5 )  Ø . b u k u  L a  m . l i m i   ( 6 )  m a . b u k u  Ya  m . l i m i   ( b o o k / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 5 )  l u .ŵ a  L a  m . l i m i   ( 6 )  m a . l uŵ a  Ya  m . l i m i   ( f l o w e r / s  

o f  f a r m e r )  
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( 7 )  č i . w a n g a  Č a  m . l i m i  ( 8 )  v i . w a n g a  Va  m . l i m i   ( b o n e / s  

o f  f a r m e r )  

 

( 9 )  n y. u m b a  Ya  m . l i m i  ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) n y. u m b a  Z a  m . l i m i    ( h o u s e / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 9 a )  Ø . t č eŵ e  Ya  m . l i m i   ( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) . t č eŵ e  Z a  m . l i m i    ( d o g / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . l u n d i  K a  m . l i m i      ( l e g  o f  f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 3 )  t u . y u n i  T Wa  m . l i m i      ( l i t t l e  b i r d s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 4 )  u . t a  Wa  m . l i m i       ( b o w / s  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 4 )  w. u č i  Wa  m . l i m i      ( h o n e y  o f  f a r m e r )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . t h u k i l a  K Wa  m . l i m i      ( w a r m t h  o f  

f a r m e r )  

 

 

3 .4  Number  Agreement  (#A)  
 
Nu mb er  A gr ee me n t  i n  Tu mb uk a  o ccu r s  w i t h  n ou n  c l a s s es  an d  i s  
i nd i ca t ed  (he r e )  be fo r e  t he  r ad i ca l  o f  an  en u me r a t i ve :   

 
( #Ro o t  ( 1 )  =  / - mo z a /  (3 ) =  / - t a t u / ) .    

 
I  h av e  e mp lo y e d  th e  n u mb e r s  ‘ 1 ’ f o r  s in g u l a r  a n d  ‘ 3 ’ f o r  p l u r a l  i n  o r d e r  
t o  av o id  an y  i n s t ances  o f  coun t ab l e  no u ns  s uc h  a s  “ a  pa i r  o f … ”;  “a  
do z en  o f …” ,  e t c .  T h e  g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a s  f o l lo w s :  
   

[Noun  +  (#A +  #Roo t ) ] .  
 

C l a s s  #  ( s g )   G l o s s   C l a s s  #  ( p l )   G l o s s  
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( 1 )  m u . n t h u  Y U - m o z a  ( 1  p e r s o n )  ( 2 )  ŵ a . n t h u  ŴA - t a t u   ( 3  p e o p l e )  

 

( 1 a )  Ø . d a d a  Y U - m o z a  ( 1  d a d )   ( 2 a )  ŵ a . d a d a  ŴA - t a t u  ( 3  d a d s )  

 

( 3 )  m u . t u  W U - m o z a  ( 1  h e a d )   ( 4 )  m i . t u  Y I - t a t u   ( 3  

h e a d s )  

 

( 5 )  Ø . b u k u  L I - m o z a    ( 1  b o o k )   ( 6 )  m a . b u k u  YA - t a t u   ( 3  b o o k s )  

 

( 5 )  l u .ŵ a  L I - m o z a   ( 1  f l o w e r )  ( 6 )  m a . l uŵ a  YA - t a t u  ( 3  

f l o w e r s )  

 

( 7 )  č i . w a n g a  Č I - m o z a  ( 1  b o n e )   ( 8 )  v i . w a n g a  V I - t a t u  ( 3  b o n e s )  

 

( 9 )  n y. u m b a  Y I - m o z a   ( 1  h o u s e )   ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) n y. u m b a  Z I - t a t u  ( 3  

h o u s e s )  

 

( 9 a )  Ø . t č eŵ e  Y I - m o z a   ( 1  d o g )   ( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) . t č eŵ e  Z I - t a t u   ( 3  

d o g s )  

 

( 1 2 )  k a . l u n d i  K A - m o z a   ( 1  l e g )   ( 1 3 )  t u . y u n i  T U - t a t u  ( 3  l i t t l e  

b i r d s )  

 

( 1 4 )  u . t a  W U - m o z a   ( 1  b o w )  

 

( 1 4 )  w. u č i  W U - m o z a  ( 1  h o n e y )  

 

( 1 5 )  k u . n y u m a  K U - m o z a  ( 1  b a c k )   ( 1 5 a )  k u . m a . n y u m a  

K U - t a t u  ( 3  b a c k s )  

 

 

I n  co mp ar i son  t o  r e su l t s  f r om Evans  ( 2 00 4)  f o r  n u mb er  ag re e me n t  i n  
Tu mb uk a ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  I  ob t a in ed  f r o m S .M k an daw i re  d i s p l ay  mo r e  
r e s e mb l a n c e  to  t h e  d i a l e c t  o f  H en ga .  T h e  p r e f i xa l  d i s t r i b u t io n  /w u - /  o r  
/ u - /  i n  c l a s s e s  #3  a nd  # 14  s ee ms  t o  hav e  no  s ig n i f i can ce ,  t h a t  i s ,  / w u - /  
and  /u - /  s ee m to  o ccu r  r an do ml y  in  t h es e  tw o  c l a s s es .   C l a s s  # 6  h a s  t h e  
p r e f ix  / y a - /  i n s t e ad  o f  / g ha - /  i n  t he  H en g a  d i a l e c t .   I  d id  no t  f i nd  t h e  
p r e f ix  / l u - /  i n  c l a s s  #11 .   I n s t e a d ,  I  o b t a in ed  / l i - /  a s  s h o w n  in  c l a s s  # 5 .   
E v a n s  ( 2 0 0 4 )  c a t e g o r i z e s  / l i . l i me /  ( to ng u e / s )  i n to  c l a s s  # 11 ,  w i t h  n o  
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co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l .   H o w ev er,  a c co r d i n g  to  my  r e s u l t s ,  t h i s  n o un  f a l l s  
un de r  c l a s s  # 5 ,  w i t h  i t ’s  co r r e l a t i v e  p lu r a l  i n  c l a s s  # 6  / ma . l i l i me / .   I  
t hu s ,  h av e  o mi t t ed  c l a s s  #11  fo r  r ea so n s  t ha t  t h ey  t ake  t h e  i d e n t i ca l  
con co r d i a l  p a t t e r n  d i s t r i b u t e d  in  c l a s s  #5 ,  an d  ad d i t i o na l ly,  t ak e  t he  
co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  p r e f i x  i n  c l a s s  # 6 .   
 
3 .4  Quant i f ie r  Agreement  (QA) 
 
Quan t i f i e r  Agr ee men t  i n  Tu mb uka  occu r s  a c co rd ing  t o  noun  c l a s se s  
and  i s  i nd ic a t ed  ( he r e )  a f t e r  t h e  p r e s en ce  o f  a  n ou n .   Th e  Q A (q uan t i f i e r  
ag r e e me n t )  I  u s e  he r e  i s  ‘ ev e ry ’ f o r  n oun s  i nd ic a t in g  s in g u la r i t y  ( r i g h t  
co lu mn ) ,  and  ‘ a l l / many ’ fo r  p lu r a l i t y  ( l e f t  co lu mn ) .  Th e  QA’s  a r e  
i nd i ca t ed  i n  caps .     
 
The  g en e r a l  s t ru c t u r e  i s  a s  f o l l ow s :  [N ou n  +  Q A ]   

 
C l . #  S i n g u l a r  G l o s s  C l . #  P l u r a l  G l o s s  
( 1 )  m u . n t h u  A L I Y E S E  E V E RY p e r s o n  ( 2 )  ŵ a . n t h u  W O S E  A L L p e o p l e  
( 1 a )  Ø . d a d a  A L I Y E S E  E V E RY d a d  ( 2 a )  ŵ a . d a d a  W O S E  A L L d a d s  
( 3 )  m u . t u  W U L I W O S E  E V E RY h e a d  ( 4 )  m i . t u  Y O S E  A L L h e a d s  
( 5 )  Ø . b u k u  L I L I L O S E  E V E RY b o o k  ( 6 )  m a . b u k u  Y O S E  A L L b o o k s  
( 5 )  l u .ŵ a  L I L I L O S E  E V E RY f l o w e r  ( 6 )  m a . l uŵ a  Y O S E  A L L f l o w e r s  
( 7 )  č i . w a n g a  Č I L IČO S E  E V E RY b o n e  ( 8 )  v i . w a n g a  V Y O S E  A L L b o n e s  
( 9 )  n y. u m b a  Y I L I Y O S E  E V E RY h o u s e  ( 1 0 )  ( z i ) n y. u m b a  Z O S E  A L L h o u s e s  
( 9 a )  Ø . t č eŵ e  Y I L I Y O S E  E V E RY d o g  ( 1 0 a

)  
( z i ) . t č eŵ e  Z O S E  A L L d o g s  

( 1 2 )  k a . l u n d i  K A L I K O S E  E V E RY l e g  ( 1 3 )  t u . y u n i  T O S E  A L L l i t t l e  
b i r d s  

( 1 4 )  u . t a  W U L I W O S E  E V E RY b o w     
( 1 4 )  w. u č i  W U L I W O S E  E V E RY h o n e y     
( 1 5 )  k u . n y u m a  

K U L I K O S E  
E V E RY b a c k  ( 1 5 a

)  
k u . m a . n y u m a  
K O S E  

A L L b a c k s  

( 1 5 )  k u . t h u k i l a  
K U L I K O S E  

E V E RY w a r m t h ( 1 5 a
)  

k u . t h u k i l a  K O S E  A L L w a r m t h s  

 

 
 
 
 
4 .  Analys i s  
 
T h i s  s ec t i on  o f  t h e  p ap e r  p r ov ide s  a  d e t a i l e d  an a ly s i s  o f  t he  5  co nc or d  
s e t s  obs e rved  i n  e ach  noun  c l a s s ,  i n  s ec t i on  3  (3 .1 -3 .5 ) .   I n  t he  t ab l e  
p r ov id ed  in  t h e  app en d ix ,  I  h av e  in c lu ded  a l l  t h e  no un s  co l l e c t ed  s o  f a r,  
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and  d i s t i ng u i s hed  th e m acc o r d i ng ly  t o  each  c l a s s  t h ey  f a l l  i n to .   
H o w ev er,  I  h av e  n o t  be en  a b l e  t o  a t t e s t  a l l  t h e s e  no u ns  to  t h e  co n cor d  
se t s  du e  t o  t i me  co n s t r a in t ,  and  the r e f o re ,  t h e r e  may  be  ex cep t i on s  to  
so me  o f  t hes e  u n a t t e s t ed  n o un s  a s  I  hav e  en co un te r ed  w i th  du r i n g  my  
f i e ld  w o r k .   S u ch  n o un s  t ak e  a n  a mb i g uo us  p a t t e r n in g  o f  c on co r d ia l  
ag r ee men t s  and  i t  may be  th e  cas e  w h er e  a  f ew  o f  t hes e  u nc l a s s i f i ed  
no un s  b e l on g  to  a  n ew  c l a s s  o f  n o un s  w h ich  h a ve  n o t  y e t  be en  
p r op o se d / iden t i f i ed .   T he  u n c l a s s i f i ed  n o un s  a r e  a s  f o l lo w :  
 

4 .1  Class  #1a  
 
Few  no uns  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  h av e  co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l s  i n  b o t h  c l a s s  #2 a  an d  
c l a s s  #6 .  
 
C l .
#  

‘ d o c t o r / s ’  S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A  

( 1 a
)  

Ø . d o k o t a l a  O - w o n - a  M U - čo k o Wa  
m l i m i  

Y U - m o z
a   

A L I Y E S E  

( 2 a
)  

ŵ a . d o k o t a l
a  

ŴO - w o n - a  ŴA - čo k o Ŵ a  
m l i m i  

ŴA - t a t u  W O S E  

( 6 )  m a . d o k o t a l
a  

Y O - w o n - a  L A - čo k o  Ya  m l i m i YA - t a t u  Y O S E  

 

Fu r the r mor e ,  t h e  fo l l ow in g  no un s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  ad d i t i o na l ly  hav e  
co r r e l a t iv e  s ing u l a r  fo r ms  i n  c l a s s  # 9a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  co r r e l a t iv e  p l u r a l  
f o r ms  in  c l a s s  # 1 0 a .  
 
C l . #  ‘ k i n g / s ’  S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A  
( 1 a )  Ø . f u m u  O - w o n - a  M U - čo k o  Wa  m l i m i Y U - m o z a   A L I Y E S E
( 9 a )  Ø . f u m u  Y U - w o n -

a  
Y I - čo k o  Ya  m l i m i  Y I - m o z a  Y I L I Y O S

E  
( 2 a )  ŵ a . f u m u  ŴO - w o n -

a  
ŴA - čo k o  Ŵ a  m l i m i ŴA - t a t u  W O S E  

( 1 0 a )  ( z i ) . f u m u  Z U - w o n -
a  

Z I - čo k o  Z a  m l i m i  Z I - t a t u  Z O S E  

( 6 )  m a . f u m u  Y O - w o n -
a  

L A - čo k o  Ya  m l i m i  YA - t a t u  Y O S E  

 

My  q ues t io n  h e r e  i s  w he th e r  o r  no t  t h e r e  i s  an y  s e man t i c  s i gn i f i can c e  
be t w een  t he  s in gu l a r  no un  c l a s s es  #1 a  an d  # 9 a ,  and  a mo ng  t h e  p l u r a l  
f o r ms  # 2 a ,  # 6 ,  an d  #1 0 a .  A n o t he r  no u n  th a t  ac t s  l i k e  ‘ k in g / s ’ i s  t h e  
no un  ‘ w i tn es s / e s . ’  H ow ev er,  t h e  p l u r a l  f o r m f o r  ‘w i tne s s ’ does  no t  
app ea r  t o  have  any  co r r e l a t i ve  p lu r a l  f o r m i n  c l a s s  # 6 .   I t  i s  a l s o  
i n t e r e s t i n g  to  no t e  t ha t  t h i s  n o un  t ak es  t he  p r e f ix a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  /ŵaka - /  
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( s ee  ap p e n d ix ) .   I  a m n o t  su r e  a s  t o  w h e th e r  t h i s  / - ka - /  i s  an  in f ix  o r  a  
su p e r i mp os e d  s ec o nd ary  p r e f ix  h a v in g  s o me  s o r t  o f  d i mi n u t iv e ,  
aug me n t a t iv e  a n d / o r  i n s u l t i n g  s ig n i f i c an c e .  T h i s  s i mi l a r ly  a p p l i e s  t o  
t he  n ou n  /k u . ma .n y u ma /  ( b a ck s )  d i s cu ss e d  in  s ec t io n  3 . 5 .  
 

4 .2  /Ø.ayis i /  ( ice)  and  /w.ogha/  (mushroom/s)  
 
T he s e  tw o  n ou n s  a r e  n ou n s  w h i ch  I  had  t he  mo s t  d i f f i c u l ty  i n  
c l a s s i f y i ng .   F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  ‘ a y i s i ’ i n  p r inc ip a l ,  s ho u ld  no t  f a l l  un d e r  
c l a s s es  #1 a ,  #3  n o r  # 14  s in ce  i t  i s  n e i th e r  a  p e r s on ,  o r  t ake  th e  ty p ic a l  
p r e f ixa l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  /w - / ,  / u - / ,  o r  / mu- ,  m- ,  mw- /  o f  c l a s s e s  # 3  a nd  # 1 4 .   
N e ve r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  n o un  r a n d o mly  f o l lo w s  th e  co n cor d i a l  p a t t e r n  o f  
t h e s e  c l a s s es  ( ma i n l y  c l a s s  # 1 a )  w i t h  i t s ’ c o r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  f o r m i n  
c l a s s  #6 .   H ow ev er,  t h i s  p lu r a l  f o r m / ma . ay i s i /  i s  on ly  u sed  w h en  t he r e  
i s  n e c es s i ty  t o  i n d i c a t e  p lu r a l i t y.   O th e r w is e  t h i s  f o r m i s  r a r e ly  u s ed .  
 

 

 
C l . #  ‘ i c e / s ’  S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A  
( 1 a )  Ø . a y i s i  O - w o n - a  M U - čo k o  Wa  m l i m i  Y U - m o z a  A L I Y E S E  
( 3 )  Ø . a y i s i  - - - - - - - - - - -

-  
- - - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

Wa  m l i m i  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

- - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

( 1 4 )  Ø . a y i s i  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

- - - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

Wa  m l i m i  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

- - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

( 6 )  m a . a y i s i  Y O - w o n -
a  

L A - čo k o  Ya  m l i m i  YA - t a t u  Y O S E  

 

S i mi l a r l y,  t he  no u n  /w.o g ha /  ( mus h r o o m/s )  i n  p r i nc i pa l  s ho u l d  f o l lo w  
the  co n co r d ia l  p a t t e r n  o f  c l a s s  # 1 4 ,  o c ca s i on a l l y  d i s p l ay s  c on co r d ia l  
ag r e e me n t s  o f  c l a s s es  # 1a ,  #3 ,  # 14 ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  un k no w n  c l a s s  w i th  
i t s ’ co r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l  fo r ms  i n  c l a s s e s  # 4  an d / o r  # 6  l i s t ed  b e lo w  a s  
( 4 / 6 ) .  
 
C l . #  ‘ m u s h r o o m /

s ’  
S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A  

( 1 a )  w. o g h a  - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - Wa  m l i m i  Y U - m o z a  A L I Y E S
E  

( 3 )  w. o g h a  W U - w o n - a  W U - čo k o  Wa  m l i m i  - - - - - - - - - -
-  

- - - - - - - - - -
-  

( 1 4 )  w. o g h a  W U - w o n - a  W U -čo k o  Wa  m l i m i  - - - - - - - - - -
-  

- - - - - - - - - -
-  

( 4 / 6 )  w. o g h a  - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - -
-  

Y O S E  

( ? )  w. o g h a  - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  M U - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - -
-  
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Reg a r d in g  t h e  o bs e r v a t i on  p r e s en t ed  ab o v e ,  I  c an  o n ly  s pe cu l a t e  t h a t  
t he s e  tw o  n ou n s  ‘ ay i s i ’ a nd  ‘ w. ogh a’ be lon g  to  a  n ew  no un  c l a s s .   
F u r the r mor e ,  I  no te  t h a t  t h e  c on co rd ia l  p a t t e r n ing  o f  c l a s s  # 1 4  i s  
i de n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  o f  c l a s s  # 3  an d  t hu s ,  I  a m un s u r e  a s  t o  w he t h e r  c l a s s  
#1 4  e x i s t s ,  a nd  i f  no t ,  w h e t h e r  s o me  f o r m o f  a  s ub ca t eg o ry  e x i s t s  i n  
c l a s s  #3 .   A dd i t i on a l ly,  i t  i s  w o r thy  t o  n o t e  t h a t  no un s  o f  c l a s s  #1 4  
wh ich  t a ke  t h e  / w - /  p r e f ix  a r e  t y p ic a l l y  neu t r a l  i n  ac co rd  to  
g r a mmat i c a l  nu mb er,  a nd  s in g u l a r  w he n  i t s ’ p r e f i x  i s  / u - /  w i th  a  
co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  f o r m in  c l a s s  #6 .   
 
My  o th e r  hy po th es i s  f o r  t h e  n o un  ‘ w. ogh a ’ i s  t h a t  i t  b e lo ng s  to  t h e  c l a s s  
wh ich  ‘ wa tč i t o ’ ,  ‘ w o gw i l i š a ’ an d  ‘ w ov in a ’ ( w or k e r / s ,  u s e r / s ,  a n d  
dan ce r / s )  b e lo n g  t o  ( s e e  a p p en d i x ) .  H ow e ve r,  f u r t he r  r e s e a r c h  on  t h e  
con co r d i a l  p a t t e r n i n g  o f  t h es e  th r e e  n o un s  n eed s  to  b e  d o n e  in  o r de r  t o  
c l a r i f y  wh e th e r  t h ey  w o u l d  t ak e  th e  s a me  p a t t e r ns  a s  d i s p l ay ed  w i th  
‘ w o gh a’ .   
 

4 .3  Uncountable  Nouns:  Oi l ,  Vegetable /s ,  Water,  and  
Medicine /Medicat ion  
 
T he  n o un s  ‘ ma . f u t a ,  ma . s a mb a ,  ma . j i ,  a nd  ma . nk hw a l a ’ a r e  n e u t r a l  
n o u n s  o f  c l a s s  # 6 .  
 

C l . #  N o u n s   A A  # A ( 1  
o f . . )  

# A ( 3  
o f . . )  

Q A ‘ e v e r y ’  Q A 
‘ a l l ’  

( 5 )  Ø . f u t a  ( o i l )  L I - čo k o  L I - m o z a  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

L I L I L O S E  - - - - - - - -
-  

( 6 )  m a . f u t a  ( o i l / s )  YA - čo k o * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S
E  

Y O S E  

( 6 )  m a . s a m b a  ( v e g e t a b l e /
s )  

YA - čo k o * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S
E  

Y O S E  

( 6 )  m a . j i  ( w a t e r / s )  YA - čo k o * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S
E  

Y O S E  

( 6 )  m a . n k h w a l
a  

( m e d i c i n e / s
)  

YA - čo k o * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S
E  

Y O S E  

 
In  En g l i s h ,  t h es e  n o un s  a r e  f o r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t  a r e  u ncou n t ab le .   H ow ev e r,  
i n  Tu mb u k a  o f  t h e  K ar on g a  d i a l e c t ,  t h e  n ou n  f o r  ‘ o i l ’ [ ma . f u t a ] ,  c an  
a l s o  t ak e  the  r a r e  s in gu l a r  f o r m /Ø . f u t a /  w h ich  f a l l s  un d e r  c l a s s  #5 .   
Fu r the r mor e ,  t h e  n eu t r a l  n ou n s  ‘ ma . s a mb a’ ( v ege t ab l e / s ) ,  ‘ ma . j i ’ 
( w a t e r ) ,  a n d  ‘ ma . n k h w a l a ’ ( me d i c i n e / med i c a t io n ) ,  s ee m to  t ak e  s o me  
so r t  o f  s u b c l a s s  w h er e  t h e  Q ua l i f i e r  A gr ee me n t  ‘ ev e r y ’ t ak es  t h e  fo r m 
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‘y a l iy os e ’ i n s t e ad  o f  ‘ l i l i l o s e ’ o r  o t h e r  f o r ms  o f  t h e  n e u t r a l  c l a s s e s  
‘y i l i y o se ’ ( # 9 )  and  ‘ w u l iw o se ’ (# 1 4 ) .   T h i s  a l s o  s e e ms  t o  ap p ly  in  t h e  
s i ng u l a r  N u mb e r  A gr ee men t ,  w he r e  ‘ 1  v eg e t a b l e ’ i s  ‘ ma s a m b a  
YA- mo z a’ i n s t e ad  o f  ‘ ma s a mb a  L I - mo z a . ’  H ow e v er,  i t  may  b e  th e  c as e  
t ha t  t h e  con co r d ia l  p r e f i x  / y a - /  co me s  f ro m th e  p lu r a l  N u mb er  
Ag r ee me n t  ‘ ma sa mb a  YA - ta tu ’ ( 3  v eg e t ab le s ) .   I n  o t he r  w or ds ,  my  
gu es s  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  n e u t r a l  no u ns  o f  c l a s s  # 6  c on t r iv e  a  r ev i s e d  
con co rd i a l  f o r m in  o r de r  t o  r e s o lv e  t h e  p r ob l em w h en  s i ng u l a r i t y  i s  
c a l l ed  f o r / i n d i c a t e d .   T h i s  i s  t o  s ay  tha t ,  t h e  co n co r d i a l  p r e f ix  o f  c l a s s  
#6  i s  sup e r i mp o s ed  on  t o  t he  co nco r d i a l  p r e f ix  o f  c l a s s  #5 ,  an d  t h u s  
‘ YA - mo z a’ i n s t e ad  o f  ‘ L I - mo z a’ .   H o w ev er,  t h e  Q u a l i f i e r  A g r e e me n t ,  
‘y a l iy os e ’ s t i l l  r e ma i n s  u n r es o lv ed ,  s i nce  i t  t ak es  n o ne  o f  t he  
con co r d i a l  p a t t e r ns  o f  a ny  c l a s s  ob s e r v ed .    
 
4 .4  ‘Medicine/Medica t ion’  
 
T he  n ou n  f o r  ‘ me d i c in e / me d i c a t io n ’ c a n  t ak e  3  v a r i ou s  f o r ms  p r e s e n t ed  
in  t h e  t ab l e  b e lo w:  
 

C l . #  ‘ m e d i c i n e ’  S A  A A  PA  # A ( 1 o f . . ) ( 3  o f . . )  Q A ‘ e v e r y ’  ‘ a l l ’  
( * 3 )  m u . n k h w a l

a  
N / A  W U - čo k

o  
Wa  
m l i m i  

W U - m o z a * W O - t a t
u  

W U L I W O S
E  

* Y O S
E  

( 4 )  m i . n k h w a l
a  

Y U - w o n -
a  

Y I - čo k o  Ya  m l i m i - - - - - - - - - - - Y I - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

Y O S E  

( 6 )  m a . n k h w a l
a  

Y O - w o n -
a  

YA - čo k o Ya  m l i m i * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S
E  

Y O S E  

 

The  p ro b l e m I  en co un te r ed  h e r e  i s  t h a t ,  / mu .n k hw a l a /  i n  t h e  s i ng u l a r  
no un  c l a s s  #3  can  a l s o  t ak e  a  co r r e l a t i v e  p lu r a l  fo r m b es i d es  c l a s s  #4 .  
T h i s  a mb i gu o us  f o r m i s  i n d i c a t ed  in  a s t e r i s ks  ( * )  a bo ve  i n  t h e  co lu mn s  
f o r  N u mb er  A gr ee me n t  ( # A )  and  Q u a l i f i e r  A g r e e me n t  ( Q A ) .   I n i t i a l l y  
I  t h ou g h t  t ha t  t h e s e  d a t a  w er e  i n co r r ec t ,  b u t  ap p a r en t ly  when  I  ch eck ed  
w i th  S i eg f r i ed ,  t h e s e  co n c o r d s  d i s p l a y ed  ab o v e  a r e  a l l  p os s ib l e  f o r ms .   
T he r e f o r e  I  a m g u e ss i ng  th a t  / mu .n kh w al a /  t a k es  t h e  neu t r a l  f o rm i n  
g r a mmat i c a l  n u mb e r  o f  n o un ,  and  p o s s ib ly  be lo ng s  to  s o me  s o r t  o f  
su b c l a s s  o f  c l a s s  # 3 .   I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  i n t e r e s t i ng  to  q u e s t ion  w h e th e r  
t he r e  i s  any  s ema n t i c  d i f f e r enc e  a mo n g  th e  3  v a r i ou s  f o r ms  o f  
‘ me d i c in e ’ .  
 
4 .5  /Ø.gal imoto/  ‘car ’ and  /Ø.s i s i /  ‘ha i r ’  
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I n  c on t r a s t  t o  E n g l i s h ,  w he r e  ‘ ha i r ’ i s  ( f o r  t he  mos t  p a r t )  a n  
un co un t a b le  n ou n ,  i n  Tu mb uk a ,  ‘ s i s i ’ f a l l s  un d e r  t h e  s i n gu la r  f o r m i n  
c l a s s  # 5  an d  o dd ly  t ak es  t h e  co r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l  f o r m in  t h e  neu t r a l  n ou n  
c l a s s  #1 0 a  in s t e ad  o f  c l a s s  # 6 .   T h e  c on f us io n  h e r e  w i th  t h i s  no u n  i s  
t ha t  i t  do es  n o t  ha ve  the  p r e f ix a l  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  t he  n e u t r a l  c l a s s  # 9 a ,  
bu t  i n s t ead  i n  c l a s s  #5 ,  an d  y e t  i t s  co r r e l a t i v e  p lu r a l  f o r m i s  i n  t he  
neu t r a l  c l a s s  #1 0a  ‘ ( z i ) . s i s i . ’  I t  i s  t h e  o n ly  n ou n  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  ( # 5 ) ,  
w h ich  beh av es  t h i s  w ay  ( s ee  ap p end i x ) ,  an d  a l l  o the r  n o un s  o f  t h i s  
c l a s s  t ak e  t h e  co r r e l a t iv e  p l u r a l  i n  c l a s s  #6 .  Fu r the r mo re ,  t he r e  i s  an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  encou n t e r  i n  t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  QA ( Q ua l i f i e r  A gr ee men t )  
wh e r e  ‘ a l l  h a i r s ’ c an  t ake  t h e  fo r m ‘ s i s i  ZO S E’ ( c l a s s  # 1 0a )  and  ‘ s i s i  
L O S E ’ ,  w h ich  b e l o n gs  to  no n e  o f  t h e  co n cor d i a l  p a t t e r n  o f  an y  c l a s s  
ob s e r ved .   A g a i n ,  I  a m w an d er i ng  i f  t he r e  i s  an y  s e man t i c  d i f f e r en ce  
wh e t h e r  o n e  u s es  ‘ s i s i  L O S E’ o r  ‘ s i s i  Z O S E’ ,  a nd  w h e th e r  ‘ LO S E’ i s  a  
qu a l i f i e r  ag ree men t  o f  ano th e r  new  c l a s s .   H owev er,  i t  i s  a l s o  p os s ib l e  
t o  s pe cu l a t e  t h a t  ‘ LOS E’ ( a l l )  may  b e  a  su p e r i mp os i t i o n  o f  t he  
con co rd i a l  p r e f ix  / l - /  o f  c l a s s  # 5  o n t o  th e  co r r e l a t iv e  p lu r a l  p r e f ix  o f  
c l a s s  # 6  / Y-o s e /  b eco mi ng  / L - os e / .   ( Th i s  co n c ep t  i s  s i mi l a r  t o  t h e  # A 
tha t  o ccu r s  i n  t h e  un co u n t a b le  n ou ns  o f  c l a s s  #6 ,  w her e  ‘ ma . s a mb a  
YA- mo z a’ ( 1  v eg e ta b l e )  d o es  no t  t a k e  t he  hy po the t i c a l  f o r m ‘ ma . s a m b a  
L I - mo za’ d es c r ib ed  i n  4 . 3 ) .  
  
C l . #  ‘ h a i r ’  S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A ‘ e v e r y ’  ‘ a l l ’  
( 5 )  Ø . s i s i  L U - w o n -

a  
L I - čo k o  L a  m l i m i L I - m o z a  L I L I L O S E  * L O S E  

( 1 0 a
)  

( z i ) . s i
s i  

Z U - w o n -
a  

Z I - čo k o  Z a  m l i m i Z I - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

Z O S E  

 

S i mi l a r l y,  ‘ ga l i mo t o ’ t ak es  t he  p lu r a l  p r e f ix a l  d i s t r i bu t i o n  in  c l a s s  #6 ,  
y e t  i t s ’ c o r r e l a t iv e  s in g u l a r  f o r m i s  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  c l a s s  # 9 a ,  n o t  c l a s s  
#5 .   Aga in  t h i s  i s  unexp ec t ed  b ecau s e  no un s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  ( # 9a )  a r e  
t y p ica l ly  n eu t r a l  i n  d i s t r i b u t io n  o f  g r a mma t i c a l  n u mbe r,  a n d  on ly  t ake  
t he  co r r e l a t i v e  p r e f ix  / z i - /  w hen  s t r e s s i ng  p lu r a l i t y  o f  a  no un  i n  an  
a mb ig uo u s / do ub t f u l  co n t e x t  ( c l a s s  #1 0 a ) .   I n s t e ad  th i s  no u n  ‘ ga l i mo to ’ 
t ak es  i t s ’ co r r e l a t i v e  p lu r a l  i n  c l a s s  # 6  ‘ ma . g a l i mo to ’ n o t  ‘ z i . g a l i mo t o ’ 
i n  c l a s s  # 10 a .    
 
4 .6  Class  #15  
 
T h i s  n eu t r a l  n ou n  c l a s s  i s  n o t  v e r y  c l e a r  i n  g e n e r a l ,  p a r t l y  b ec a us e  
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t he r e  i s  n o t  e no u g h  d a t a .   N eve r t he l e s s ,  I  d i s cu s s  t he  p r o b le ms  
en cou n t e r ed  in  th i s  c l a s s .   I n  s ec t io n  3 .1  I  ad d re s s ed  th e  i s s u e  o f  t he  
in f ix  / - ma- /  w h i ch  a pp e a r s  i n  t h e  p l u r a l  f o r m o f  t h e  no u n  f o r  ‘b a c k ’ 
/ ku . ma . n y u ma / .   A s i mi l a r  i s s ue  app e a r s  w i t h  t h e  p lu r a l  n ou n  
/ŵa . k a . b o n i /  (w i t n e s s es ) ,  an d  / ku . pan ik i zg . i k . a /  ( p an i c / s ) .   My  gu es s  i s  
t ha t  t h es e  ‘ in f ix a t io n s ’ a r e  s up e r i mp o s ed  s eco nd a ry  p r e f ix es ,  w h i ch  
hav e  an  au g men t a t i ve  s i gn i f i c an ce .   T h e  ma i n  p ro b le m w i th  c l a s s  #1 5  
i s  t h a t  d ep en d i ng  o n  th e  co n c or d  s e t ,  s o me  o f  t h es e  n ou n s  a r e  ab l e  t o  
t ak e  /k u - /  o r  /Ø - /  o r  b o th ,  a s  i t s ’ ba s i c  p r e f ix .   S u ch  a r e  n ou n s  f o r  
‘ p an i c ’ a n d  ‘ w a r mth ’ .   H o w ev er,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  p re f i x a l  d i s t r i bu t i on  d oe s  
no t  s e e m t o  a pp ly  to  o t he r  n o u n s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s .   F o r  e xa mp l e ,  / k u . ny uma /  
( b ack )  r e q u i r e s  t h e  b as i c  p r e f ix  / ku - /  t h r o u gh ou t  a l l  c on co r d  s e t s ,  an d  
nev e r  ap p ea r s  a s  ‘ Ø .ny u ma  k u l i ko s e ’ (* ev e r y  b ack ) .   Fu r th e r mo r e ,  i t  
s e e ms  l i k e  n e i th e r  ‘ ku . ny u ma  K O S E ’ n o r  ‘ ku . ma . ny u ma  K U L I K O S E ’ 
a r e  po s s i b l e  f o r ms  in  Tu mb u k a .   I n  o th e r  w o r d s ,  o n e  c a n  s a y  ‘ k u . th uk i l a  
KU L IKOS E ’ o r  ‘Ø . thuk i l a  K U LIKOS E ’ me a n i ng  ‘ ev e r y  w ar mth ’ an d  
s i mi l a r l y  s ay  ‘ k u . t hu k i l a  K O S E ’ o r  ‘ Ø . t hu k i l a  K O S E ’ to  me a n  ‘ a l l  
wa r mt h / s ’ b u t  t h i s  pa t t e r n  i s  no t  o bs e rv ed  in  t he  no u n  f o r  ‘ back / s ’ .   I t  
t hu s  s e e ms  l i k e  / k u . ma . n y u ma /  o n l y  ap p e a r s  w h en  t h e  p lu r a l i t y  o f  a  
no un  i s  i n d ic a t ed ,  an d  /k u . ny u ma /  d o es  n o t  h av e  th e  s a me  n e u t r a l  
s i gn i f i c ance  a s  o t he r  nouns  o f  t h i s  c l a s s ,  l i s t e d  be lo w:  
 

C l . #  N o u n s   S A  A A  PA  # A  Q A 
‘ e v e r y ’  

‘ a l l  

( 1 5 )  k u . n y u m a   ( b a c k )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

- - - - - - -

( 1 5 a
)  

k u . m a . n y u m
a  

( b a c k s )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

K O S E  

( 1 5 )  k u . t h u k i l a  ( w a r m t h )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

K O S E  

( 1 5 )  Ø . t h u k i l a  (   “    )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  
* PA - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

K O S E  

( 1 5 )  k u . p a n i k i z g i
k a  

( p a n i c / s )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

K O S E  

( 1 5 )  Ø . p a n i k i z g a  (   “    )  K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

K O S E  

( 1 5 )  k u . p a m b a n o  ( d i s a g r e e m e n t
/ s )  

K U - w o n -
a  

K U - čo k
o  

K W
a  

K U - m o z
a  

K U L I K O S
E  

K O S E  

( 4 )  m i . p a m b a n o  (       “      )  Y U - w o n -
a  

Y I - čo k o  Ya  Y I - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

Y O S E  

( 9 a )  Ø . p h a m b a n o  (       “      )  Y U - w o n -
a  

Y I - čo k o  Ya  Y I - m o z
a  

Y I L I Y O S
E  

- - - - - - -
-  

( 1 0 a
)  

( z i ) . p h a m b a
n o  

(       “      )  Z U - w o n -
a  

Z I - čo k o  Z a  Z I - t a t u  - - - - - - - - - - -
- -  

Z O S E  
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T he  n ou n  ‘ Ø . th u k i l a ’ ( w ar mt h )  can  t ak e  th e  e i t h e r  p r e f i x  /K U -čok o /  o r  
/PA-čok o / .   I  d o  n o t  h av e  a ny  i dea  a s  t o  w hy  / PA -čo k o /  app e a r s ,  no r  
w h a t  con co r d i a l  c l a s s  i t  f a l l s  u n d e r.   The  noun  ‘d i s ag ree men t / s ’ t ake s  
the  b as i c  p r e f ix  /k u - /  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ze r o  p r e f i x  / Ø - /  i n  c l a s s es  # 9a  an d  
#1 0a .   T h i s  p a t t e r n  s ee ms  a  l i t t l e  o d d  c on s ide r i ng  t h a t  t h e  n ou n s  
‘p an i c / s ’ an d  ‘w ar mt h / s ’ a l s o  t ak e  t h e  b as i c  z e r o  p r e f i x  bu t  c a n  bo t h  
f a l l  u n de r  c l a s s  #1 5 .     
 
5 .  Conclus ion  
 
To  co n c l ud e ,  I  h a v e  ob s e r ve d  th e  f o l lo w i ng  p a t t e r ns  o f  c on co r d ia l  
ag r e e me n t s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  v a r io us  noun  c l a s se s  i n  Tu mb uka  o f  t h e  
Ka ronga  d i a l ec t  ( i nd i c a t ed  ( k )  i n  bo ld ) .   A d d i t i on a l ly,  I  co mp are  my  
r e s u l t s  t o  t he  H e n g a  d i a l e c t  ( Va i l ;  1 97 1 ;  s e c . 3 . 4 . 0  p g . 56  ‘ C ha r t  o f  
Co ncor ds ’ )  i n d ic a t e d  ( h ) .   As t e r i s k s  ( * )  i nd i ca t e  d i f f e r en c e .  
 
 
 
 
5 .1  Summary  of  Concord ia l  Pat terns  in  Tumbuka  of  the  

Karonga dia lec t  in  compar ison  to  the  Henga d ia lec t  
(Vai l ;  1971)  

 
C l . #  S A ( k )  S A ( h )  A A ( k ) A A ( h

)  
PA ( k ) PA ( h )  # A ( k ) # A 

( h )  
Q A ( k )  

1  O -  * w a -  M U -  m u -  W-  w -  Y U -  y u -  A L I Y E S E  
1 a  O -  * w a -  M U -  m u -  W-  w -  Y U -  y u -  A L I Y E S E  
2  ŴO -  *ŵ a -  ŴA -   ŵ a -  Ŵ -   ŵ -  ŴA -   ŵ a -  W O S E  
2 a  ŴO -  *ŵ a -  ŴA -   ŵ a -  Ŵ -   ŵ -  ŴA -   ŵ a -  W O S E  
3  W U -  w u -  W U -  w u -  W-  w -  W U -  w u -  W U L I W O S

E  
4  Y U -  * y i -  Y I -  y i -  Y-  y -  Y I -  y i -  Y O S E  
5  L U -  * l i -  L I -  l i -  L -  l -  L I -  l i -  L I L I L O S E  
6  Y O -  * g h a -  L A -  * g h a - Y-  y -  YA -  * g h a -  Y O S E  
7  ČU -  * č i -  Č I -  č i -  Č -   č -  Č I -   č i -  Č I L IČO S E  
8  V U -  * v i -  V I -  v i -  V Y- / V

-  
* v y -  V I -  v i -  V Y O S E  

9 / 9 a  Y U -  * y i -  Y I -  y i -  Y-  y -  Y I -  y i -  Y I L I Y O S E  
1 0 / 1 0 a  Z U -  * z i -  Z I -  z i -  Z -  z -  Z I -  z i -  Z O S E  
1 2  K O -  * k a -  K A -  k a -  K -  k -  K A -  k a -  K A L I K O S E
1 3  T U -  t u -  T U -  t u -  T W-  t w -  T U -  t u -  T O S E  
1 4  W U -  w u -  W U -   w u -  W-  w -  W U -  w u -  W U L I W O S

E  
1 5  K U -  k u -  K U -  k u -  K W-  k w -  K U -  k u -  K U L I K O S E
1 5 a  K U -  k u -  K U -  k u -  K W-  k w -  K U -  k u -  K O S E  
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I  o mi t  c l a s s  #11  s i nc e  n ou n s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  f o l l o w  th e  s ame  c on co rd ia l  
pa t t e r n  a s  c l a s s  #5  a s  w e l l  a s  co r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  i n  c l a s s  # 6 .   Th e  s ame  
beh av io r  a pp ea r s  i n  c l a s s es  # 3  a nd  #1 4 .   H ow e ve r,  I  d i s t i ng u i s h  t h es e  
t w o  c l a s s es  b e c a u s e  c l a s s  # 3  h av e  co r r e l a t i v e  p lu r a l  f o r ms  i n  c l a s s  # 4  
bu t  n ou n s  o f  c l a s s  #1 4  a r e  e i t he r  neu t r a l  i n  g r a mmat i c a l  n u mbe r  o r  hav e  
co r r e l a t iv e  p l u r a l s  i n  c l a s s  # 6 .   E x cep t ion s  t o  t h e  ab o v e  n ou ns  a r e  
su mmar i z ed  i n  t h e  t ab l e  b e l o w.  
 

C l . #  N o u n s   S A  A A  PA  # A 
( 1 o f … )  

( 3  o f … )  Q A  

1 a  Ø . d a d a  ( d a d )  O -  M U - W-  Y U -  - - - - - - - - - -  A L I Y E S E  
1 ?  Ø . a y i s i  ( i c e )  O -  M U - W-  Y U -  - - - - - - - - - -  A L I Y E S E  
         
1 4  w. u č i  ( h o n e y )  W U - W U - W-  W U -  - - - - - - - - - -  W U L I W O S E  
1 4  w. o g h a  

( n e u t r a l )  
( m u s h r o o m /
s )  

W U - W U - W-  * Y U - m o z
a  

* M U - t a t
u  

* A L I Y E S E  

4  m i . n k h w a l a  ( m e d i c i n e s )  Y U -  Y I -  Y-  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

Y I - t a t u  Y O S E  

?  m u . n k h w a l a  
( s g )   

( m e d i c i n e )  W U - W U - W-  W U - m o z a - - - - - - - - - -  W U L I W O S E  

?  m u . n k h w a l a  
( p l )  

( m e d i c i n e s )  - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

* W O - t a t
u  

Y O S E  

         
6  m a . b u k u  ( b o o k s )  Y O -  L A -  Y-  - - - - - - - - - - -

-  
YA - t a t u  Y O S E  

6  m a . n k h w a l a  ( m e d i c i n e / s )  Y O -  * YA
-  

Y-  * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S E / Y O S
E  

6  m a . s a m b a  ( v e g e t a b l e / s
)  

Y O -  * YA
-  

Y-  * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S E / Y O S
E  

6  m a . f u t a  ( o i l / s )  Y O -  * YA
-  

Y-  * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S E / Y O S
E  

6  m a . j i  ( w a t e r / s )  Y O -  * YA
-  

Y-  * YA - m o z
a  

YA - t a t u  * YA L I Y O S E / Y O S
E  

         
1 0 a  ( z i ) . s u m u  ( s o n g / s )  Z U -  Z I -  Z -  - - - - - - - - - - -

-  
Z I - t a t u  Z O S E  

1 0 a  ( z i ) . s i s i  ( h a i r / s )  Z U -  Z I -  Z -  - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

Z I - t a t u  * L O S E / Z O S E  

         
1 5  k u . n y u m a  ( b a c k )  K U -  K U -  K W- K U - m o z a  - - - - - - - - - - -

-  
K U L I K O S E  

1 5 a  * k u . m a . n y u m a  ( b a c k s )  K U -  K U -  K W- - - - - - - - - - - -
-  

K U - t a t u  K O S E  

1 5  k u . t o w a  ( b e a u t y / i e s )  K U -  K U -  K W- K U - m o z a  K U - t a t u  K U L I K O S E / K O S E
 

F u r the r  r e s ea r c h  o n  t he s e  n ou ns ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o th e r  un a t t e s t e d  no u ns ,  w i l l  
p r ob ab ly  be  h e lp f u l  i n  c l a r i fy in g  the s e  s t r an g e  co n co r d i a l  p a t t e r n s .   
My  s p ecu la t io n  i s  t h a t  / ay i s i /  b e l on gs  t o  s o me  u n id en t i f i e d  n ou n  c l a s s  
wh ich  t ak e s  vo w e l  co mmen c in g  p r e f i xes ,  an d  /w.o gh a /  i s  i n  so me  w ay  
co r r e l a t ed  in  t h i s  c l a s s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  c l a s s  # 1 4 .   A s  d i scus s ed  in  s ec t io n  
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4 ,  I  a l s o  hy po th es i z e  th a t  t h e r e  a r e  s u b c l a s s es  i n  c l a s s es  #6  a nd  # 1 5 .   
F i n a l ly,  t h e  ex i s t e n c e  o f  ‘ LO S E ’ i s  un c l ea r.   I t  w o u ld  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  
i nv es t i g a t e  w h e th e r  t h e r e  a r e  o th e r  n o u n s  th a t  c a n  t a k e  t h i s  f o r m,  an d  
w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a ny  s e ma n t i c  s ig n i f i c a n c e  b e t w e en  ‘ s i s i  L O S E ’ an d  
‘ s i s i  ZO SE’ .  
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